This poster is a powerful demonstration as to the value of global monitoring - from surface sites.

Well calibrated robots (under the umbrella of AERONET) measure atmospheric radiation under cloud free conditions.
This permits a complete definition of all aerosol (column) properties: optical depth, size-distribution and absorption.
Applications include evaluations of a-priori assumptions in satellite retrievals or ways to link surface and column data.
Here, AERONET data in conjunction with satellite patterns set constraints to simulated aerosol properties and forcing.
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